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From the Psalms to the Prophets, from job to Ecclesiastes, much of the Bible is written in poetry. The poems
of the Bible include some of its best known and most beloved passages: "The Lord is my shepherd," "Let
justice roll down like waters," "By the rivers of Babylon," "Remember your Creator," "Arise, shine, for thy
light is come!" These poems live in the hearts of those who are familiar with the Bible and offer rich rewards
to anyone who is approaching the world's greatest book for the first time.
In The Great Poems of the Bible, Harvard scholar James Kugel presents original translations of the most
beautiful and important poems of the Scripture. Taken together, these poems represent the very essence of
the Hebrew Bible. Reading them one after another is like taking a guided tour through Scripture, meeting
firsthand some of its most important teachings and opening the way to an understanding of the Bible as a
whole.
Each poem is accompanied by an eloquent and accessible explanation of the poem's language, and a
reflection on its meaning. These learned, compact essays introduce readers to the broader spiritual world of
ancient Israel. What did people in biblical times believe about God? Where is a person's soul located and
what does it do? Is there an afterlife? How does one come to "know" God? Why wasn't Eve meant to be
Adam's "helpmate" (Kugel shows how this was just a translator's slip-up), and what does the Bible have to
say about the role of women?
Kugel's sparkling translations of the poems, together with the fascinating insights that accompany them,
distill the very best that the Bible and modern scholarship have to offer. Kugel brings new life to some of
history's greatest poems, and offers a new look at a Bible we thought we already knew. Here, in one volume,
is a "Bible's bible" that belongs in every home.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

Typically the book The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Joseph Ortiz:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion
with New Translations giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Clarence Nelson:

Beside this kind of The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New Translations in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New
Translations because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Sandra Lowe:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Great Poems of the Bible: A Reader's Companion with New
Translations can make you really feel more interested to read.
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