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One of the few self-named historical movements, the Enlightenment in 18th-century Europe was a powerful
intellectual reaction to the dominance of absolutist monarchies and religious authorities. Building upon the
discoveries of the Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment thinkers—philosophes—set out to improve humanity
through reason, knowledge, and experience of the natural world rather than religious doctrine or moral
absolutes. Their emphasis on truth through observable phenomena set the standard of thought for the modern
age, deeply influencing the areas of government, the modern state, science, technology, religious tolerance
and social structure. The Enlightenment's legacy is particularly visible in the United States, where its ideals
inspired a revolution and served as the building blocks for the Declaration of Independence and the
American Constitution. Narrative chapters, photos, biographical sketches, primary document excerpts, and
an extensive bibliography expand the readers' understanding of the event, providing a current perspective on
this key turning point in Western ideology.

Comprehensive narrative chapters explore the historical background of the movement, as well as its
relationship to nature and natural philosophy, religious belief and church institutions, society and the state,
and the French Revolution. Photos, biographical sketches of key figures, excerpts from important primary
documents of the time, and an extensive bibliography expand the reader's understanding of the movement
that ushered in the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Enlightenment (Greenwood
Guides to Historic Events 1500-1900) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled The Enlightenment (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events
1500-1900) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Joan McCorkle:

The Enlightenment (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events 1500-1900) can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Enlightenment (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events 1500-1900) however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Jason Scott:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Enlightenment (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events 1500-1900) can
make you feel more interested to read.
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