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Why do Internet, financial service, and beer commercials dominate Super Bowl advertising? How do
political ceremonies establish authority? Why does repetition characterize anthems and ritual speech? Why
were circular forms favored for public festivals during the French Revolution? This book answers these
questions using a single concept: common knowledge.

Game theory shows that in order to coordinate its actions, a group of people must form "common
knowledge." Each person wants to participate only if others also participate. Members must have knowledge
of each other, knowledge of that knowledge, knowledge of the knowledge of that knowledge, and so on.
Michael Chwe applies this insight, with striking erudition, to analyze a range of rituals across history and
cultures. He shows that public ceremonies are powerful not simply because they transmit meaning from a
central source to each audience member but because they let audience members know what other members
know. For instance, people watching the Super Bowl know that many others are seeing precisely what they
see and that those people know in turn that many others are also watching. This creates common knowledge,
and advertisers selling products that depend on consensus are willing to pay large sums to gain access to it.
Remarkably, a great variety of rituals and ceremonies, such as formal inaugurations, work in much the same
way.

By using a rational-choice argument to explain diverse cultural practices, Chwe argues for a close reciprocal
relationship between the perspectives of rationality and culture. He illustrates how game theory can be
applied to an unexpectedly broad spectrum of problems, while showing in an admirably clear way what
game theory might hold for scholars in the social sciences and humanities who are not yet acquainted with it.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination,
and Common Knowledge is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Robert Kuehner:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common
Knowledge can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sanjuana Day:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and
Common Knowledge was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Rational Ritual:
Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Maryann Warren:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time
book Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge. You can more desirable than now.
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