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A full-scale portrait of the marriage of the father and mother of our country—and of the struggle for
independence that he led

The Washingtons’ long union begins in colonial Virginia in 1759, when George Washington woos and weds
Martha Dandridge Parke Custis, a pretty, charming, and very rich young widow. The calm early years of
their marriage as plantation owners at Mount Vernon and as parents to Martha’s two children, Jacky and
Patsy—both of whom present difficult challenges—yield to harsher times. Washington has been prominent
among Virginians in opposing British government measures, and at the outbreak of fighting in 1775 he is
elected commander-in-chief of the Continental army. The war sees Martha resolutely supporting her
husband, sharing in the hardships at Valley Forge and other wretched winter headquarters. Essential to
George’s personal well-being, she is known as “Lady Washington”—a redoubtable and vastly admired
figure in her own right.

Flora Fraser provides us with a brilliant account of the public Washington and of the war he waged, and
gives us, as well, the domestic Washingtons, whether at Mount Vernon before and during the war or in New
York and Philadelphia during his presidency. Even in wartime, Martha manages to scour Philadelphia to find
a doll for her newest granddaughter and keeps careful control of her Virginia inheritance. George grapples
with a formidable enemy, without proper troops and often without basic supplies—his soldiers frequently
lack rations, blankets, even shoes—while always fearful for his wife’s welfare and safety, given the constant
worry that the British might descend on Mount Vernon. Even so, a true Virginian, he manages to dance for
more than three hours with Alexander Hamilton’s pretty young wife at a makeshift ball.

With victory and the arrival of peace in 1783, the Washingtons hope to remain at home, a hope dashed when,
in 1789, George is elected our first president and Martha becomes a faultless first First Lady. During the
presidency, they together negotiate the many pitfalls of establishing republican entertainment—the weekly
“Congress dinner,” levées, and drawing rooms—before, finally free of official responsibilities after
Washington’s second term, they are at last able to retreat to their beloved Mount Vernon.

This is a remarkable story of a remarkable pair as well as a gripping narrative of the birth of a nation—a
major, and vastly appealing, contribution to the literature of our founding fathers . . . and founding mother.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

The book The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love" gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading a book The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love" to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love". Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jerry Rivera:

The experience that you get from The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by
Love" is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Washingtons: George and Martha,
"Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love" giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love" instantly.

Wm Schroeder:

The particular book The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love" will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by Love" is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Nicholas McNeal:

The reason why? Because this The Washingtons: George and Martha, "Join'd by Friendship, Crown'd by
Love" is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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