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Before the Seventeenth Amendment, US senators were elected by state legislatures. To end the supposed
corruption of state "machines" and make the Senate more responsive to the legislative needs of the industrial
era, the Senate was made a popularly elected body in 1913. Meanwhile, the spread of information and
communications technology, it was argued, had rendered indirect representation through state legislators
unnecessary. However, C. H. Hoebeke contends, none of these reasons accorded with the original intent of
the Constitution's framers.

To the founders, democracy simply meant the absolute rule of the majority. They proposed instead a "mixed"
Constitution, an ancient ideal under which democracy was only one element in a balanced republic. Hoebeke
demonstrates that the states, which were to provide the aristocratic Senate and the monarchical president,
never resisted egalitarian encroachments, and settled for popular expedients when electing both presidents
and senators long before the formal cry for amendment.

The Road to Mass Democracy addresses the corruption, character and conduct of senate candidates and other
issues relating to the triumph of "plebiscitary government" over "representative checks and balances." This
work offers a provocative, readable, and often satiric reexamination of America's attempt to solve the
problems of democracy with more democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Flowers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Road to Mass Democracy: Original Intent
and the Seventeenth Amendment. Try to stumble through book The Road to Mass Democracy: Original
Intent and the Seventeenth Amendment as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Michael Becker:

The book The Road to Mass Democracy: Original Intent and the Seventeenth Amendment can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book The Road to Mass Democracy: Original Intent and the Seventeenth Amendment? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Road to Mass Democracy: Original Intent
and the Seventeenth Amendment has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Spann:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Road to Mass Democracy:
Original Intent and the Seventeenth Amendment that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Road to Mass Democracy: Original Intent and the
Seventeenth Amendment become your starter.

Kenny Crowther:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Road to Mass Democracy: Original
Intent and the Seventeenth Amendment to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open



a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Road to Mass Democracy: Original Intent and the
Seventeenth Amendment can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of this time.
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