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The idea of jihad is central to Islamic faith and ethics, and yet its meanings have been highly contested over
time. They have ranged from the philosophical struggle to live an ethical life to the political injunction to
wage war against enemies of Islam. Today, more than ever, jihad signifies the political opposition between
Islam and the West. As the line drawn between Muslims and non-Muslims becomes more rigid, Ayesha Jalal
seeks to retrieve the ethical meanings of this core Islamic principle in South Asian history.

Drawing on historical, legal, and literary sources, Jalal traces the intellectual itinerary of jihad through
several centuries and across the territory connecting the Middle East with South Asia. She reveals how key
innovations in modern Islamic thought resulted from historical imperatives. The social and political scene in
India before, during, and after British colonial rule forms the main backdrop. We experience the jihad as
armed warfare waged by Sayyid Ahmad of Rai Bareilly between 1826 and 1831, the calls to jihad in the
great rebellion of 1857, the fusion of jihad with a strand of anti-colonial nationalism in the early twentieth
century, and the contemporary politics of self-styled jihadis in Pakistan, waging war to liberate co-
religionists in Afghanistan and Kashmir.

Partisans of Allah surveys this rich and tumultuous history of South Asian Muslims and its critical
contribution to the intellectual development of the key concept of jihad. Analyzing the complex interplay of
ethics and politics in Muslim history, the author effectively demonstrates the preeminent role of jihad in the
Muslim faith today.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Partisans of Allah: Jihad in
South Asia book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Nathanael Ma:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Partisans of Allah: Jihad in South Asia can
be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Bernard Davisson:

You will get this Partisans of Allah: Jihad in South Asia by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Kathy Lloyd:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Partisans of
Allah: Jihad in South Asia. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book.
It can bring you from one place to other place.
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