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African slaves, if taken together, were the largest single group of non-English-speaking migrants to enter the
North American colonies in the pre-Revolutionary era. . . . And yet . . . most Americans would find it hard to
conceive that the population of one of the thirteen original colonies was well over half black at the time the
nation’s independence was declared.
 
In this first book to focus so directly upon the earliest Negro inhabitants of the deep South, Peter Wood
brilliantly lays to rest the notion that the Afro-American past is unrecoverable and makes it clear that blacks
played a significant and often determinative part in early American history.

Using a wide variety of source materials, Mr. Wood brings to life the experiences of the black majority in
colonial South Carolina. He demonstrates that the role of these early southerners was active, not passive: that
their familiarity with rice culture made them an attractive, skilled labor force; that the sickle-cell trait may
have been a positive influence in the warding-off of malaria, while a variety of acquired immunities served
as protection from other diseases; that their African experiences enabled them to cope, often more effectively
than Europeans, with the demands of the New World. He draws attention to Negro involvement in the early
frontier, the roots of black English, the scale of black migration, and the plight of slaves who chose to run
away.

Tracing the worsening of conditions for the black majority as the colony expanded, Mr. Wood shows how
tensions between the races grew and how black resistance evolved into calculated acts of rebellion. The most
significant of these uprisings occurred near the Stono River in 1739 and rivaled, in its immediate ferocity and
long-range implications, the revolt led by Nat Turner in Virginia almost one hundred years later. Until now
the story of the Stono Rebellion has never been fully pieced together, and Mr. Wood reveals how the
quelling of this uprising represented a turning point for the turbulent first phase of Negro enslavement in the
deep South.
               
Beyond its impressive scholarship and the intrinsic interest of its material, Black Majority performs an
important service by recovering—and bringing into the American consciousness—a portion of the American
past and heritage that has hitherto remained unknown.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Black
Majority suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Black Majorityis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Melvin Groth:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Black Majority can make you experience more interested to read.

Sharon Hite:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Black Majority.

Dorothy Saunders:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Black Majority to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Black Majority
can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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