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In these vignettes set in the fictional county of Belken along the Texas-Mexico border in the early to mid-
twentieth century, Rolando Hinojosa sketches a landscape of Mexican Texans and Anglo Texans living side
by side, in good times and bad. "The world's a drugstore: you'll find a little bit of just about everything, and
it's usually on sale, too. Belken County, Texas is part of the world, and so, it's no different; it's people are
packaged in cellophane and they, too, come in all sizes, shapes and in a choice of colors." Some are brave;
others are craven. Some are sharp, and some are dull.

Death calls on a regular basis in this first installment of Hinojosa's acclaimed Klail City Death Trip Series.
Jehu Malacara was seven when his mother died and nine when his father passed. He has family, but it's Don
Victor Pelaez who takes him in and makes him an integral part of the Pelaez Tent Show. When la muerte
comes for Don Victor, Jehu is orphaned again. Others die in bar room brawls, in a clandestine amorous tryst
at the local Holiday Inn and on the street.

Hinojosa paints his canvas with a montage of life's events births, weddings, friendships and love affairs but
his brushwork all too frequently highlights the discrimination experienced by Mexican Americans. They lose
their land to Anglos, are paid with rotten fruit for their labor and are refused admission to certain cafes. But
life goes on. Young men go to war and old men remember their wars, whether the Mexican Revolution,
World War II or the Korean War.

This classic novel has never before been available in a bilingual edition; it was originally published in the
early 1970s as Estampas del valle and in the early 1980s as The Valley. Frequently compared to William
Faulkner's Yoknapatawpha and Gabriel Garcia Marquez's Macondo, Rolando Hinojosa's Klail City Death
Trip Series is required reading for anyone interested in life along the Texas-Mexico border in the twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Valley /
Estampas del valle? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Melvin Groth:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Valley / Estampas del valle to read.

Cleora Yarbro:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Valley / Estampas del valle, you can enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
read. The Valley / Estampas del valle can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.
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