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Collected here for the first time are the complete short stories of “a singular American visionary” (New York
Times).

The publication of The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy is a literary event that marks the first time all
of James Purdy’s short stories—fifty-six in number, including seven drawn from his unpublished
archives—have been collected in a single volume. As prolific as he was unclassifiable, James Purdy was
considered one of the greatest—and most underappreciated—writers in America in the latter half of the
twentieth century. Championed by writers as diverse as Dame Edith Sitwell, Gore Vidal, Paul Bowles,
Tennessee Williams, Carl Van Vechten, John Cowper Powys, and Dorothy Parker, Purdy’s vast body of
work has heretofore been relegated to the avant-garde fringes of the American literary mainstream.

His unique form and variety of style made the Ohio-born Purdy impossible to categorize in standard terms,
though his unique, mercurial talent garnered him a following of loyal readers and made him—in the words of
Susan Sontag—“one of the half dozen or so living American writers worth taking seriously." Purdy’s
journey to recognition came with as much outrage and condemnation as it did lavish praise and lasting
admiration. Some early assessments even dismissed his work as that of a disturbed mind, while others
acclaimed the very same work as healing and transformative. Purdy's fiction was considered so uniquely
unsettling that his first book, Don't Call Me by My Right Name, a collection of short stories all reprinted in
this edition, had to be printed privately in the United States in 1956, after first being published in England.

Best known for his novels Malcolm, Cabot Wright Begins, Jeremy's Version, and Eustace Chisholm and the
Works, Purdy captured an America that was at once highly realistic and deeply symbolic, a landscape filled
with social outcasts living in crisis and longing for love, characterized by his dark sense of humor and
unflinching eye. Love, disillusionment, the collapse of the family, ecstatic longing, sharp inner pain, and
shocking eruptions of violence pervade the lives of his characters in stories that anticipate both "David
Lynch and Desperate Housewives" (Guardian). In "Color of Darkness," for example, a lonely child attempts
to swallow his father's wedding ring; in "Eventide," the anguish of two sisters over the loss of their sons is
deeply felt in the summer heat; and in the gothic horror of "Mr. Evening," a young man is hypnotized and
imprisoned by a predatory old woman. These stories and many others, both haunting and hilarious, form a
canvas of deep desperation and immanent sympathy, as Purdy narrates "the inexorable progress toward
disaster in such a way that it's as satisfying and somehow life-affirming as progress toward a happy ending"
(Jonathan Franzen).

It may have taken over fifty years, but American culture is finally in sync with James Purdy. As John Waters
writes in his introduction, Purdy, far from the fringe, has "been dead center in the black little hearts of
provocateur-hungry readers like myself right from the beginning."
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From reader reviews:

Quentin Ryan:

The book The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The Complete Short Stories of
James Purdy? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Complete Short
Stories of James Purdy has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Boone:

The e-book with title The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy has lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Cindy Knutson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Complete Short Stories of
James Purdy that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you can pick The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy become your personal starter.

Michael Vines:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. The Complete Short Stories of James Purdy can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by a person who have those short time problems.
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