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How the West Was Written is published to celebrate the centenary of James H. Gray's birth. He was born on
31 August 1906.

James H. Gray was the first Canadian social historian to tackle such previously taboo subjects as the sex
lives and boozing habits of the early settlers. His books were on the national and Toronto Star bestseller lists
before those of Pierre Berton and have since become classics of Canadian literature. Gray's Red Lights on the
Prairies stunned readers with its straight-forward approach to prostitution on the prairies and was named one
of the one hundred most important Canadian books of all time by the Literary Review of Canada.

In this first-ever biography of Gray, Brian Brennan covers aspects of the Gray story including:

His early, poverty-stricken years during WWI in Winnipeg.●

His working career as an office boy, brokerage firm employee and budding entrepreneur and gambler who●

invested in racehorses, a candy business that went broke, and a miniature golf course.
His 12-year career with the Free Press where he "could write like hell and was afraid of no one," which●

ended abruptly when he bebecame the "only reporter in history to be fired as a result of policy
disagreement with his editor".
How he accepted a public relations job at Home Oil to promote a Canadian pipeline project and, when that●

project evaporated, redirected his energies into writing best-selling histories that produced sales of 400,000
and brought the high-school dropout three honorary doctorates, the Order of Canada, and the Pierre Berton
Award for distinguished achievement in popularizing Canadian history.

Brennan draws on information gleaned from interviews with Gray family members and associates, from
Gray's books, his newspaper articles, research papers, correspondence and diaries. Brennan covers the Gray
story with engaging wit and impressive authority.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Reyes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This How the West Was Written: The Life
and Times of James H. Gray is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Barbara Saddler:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer associated with How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking How the West Was
Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ricky Bodkin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get previous to. The How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray giving you one more
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Tony Reed:

The book untitled How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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