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What is epidemiology? What are the causes of a new disease? How can pandemics be prevented?

Epidemiology is the study of the changing patterns of disease and its main aim is to improve the health of
populations. It's a vital field, central to the health of society, to the identification of causes of disease, and to
their management and prevention.

Epidemiology has had an impact on many areas of medicine; from discovering the relationship between
tobacco smoking and lung cancer, to the origin and spread of new epidemics. However, it is often poorly
understood, largely due to misrepresentations in the media.

In this Very Short Introduction Rodolfo Saracci dispels some of the myths surrounding the study of
epidemiology. He provides a general explanation of the principles behind clinical trials, and explains the
nature of basic statistics concerning disease. He also looks at the ethical and political issues related to
obtaining and using information concerning patients, and trials involving placebos.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Reader:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Steven Thomas:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) to read.

Robert Mangino:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Jason Nimmons:

Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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