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Through Rhetoric and Power, Nathan Crick dramatizes the history of rhetoric by explaining its origin and
development in Classical Greece beginning the oral displays of Homeric eloquence in a time of kings
following its ascent to power during the age of Pericles and the Sophists, and ending with its transformation
into a rational discipline with Aristotle in a time of literacy and empire. Crick advances the thesis that
rhetoric is primarily a medium and artistry of power, but that the relationship between rhetoric and power at
any point in time is a product of historical conditions, not the least of which is the development and
availability of communication media.

With chapters in chronological order investigating major works by Homer, Heraclitus, Aeschylus,
Protagoras, Gorgias, Thucydides, Aristophanes, Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle, Rhetoric and Power tells the
story of the rise and fall of classical Greece while simultaneously developing rhetorical theory from the close
criticism of particular texts. As a form of rhetorical criticism, this volume offers challenging new readings to
canonical works like Aeschylus’s Persians, Gorgias’s Helen, Aristophanes’s Birds, and Isocrates’s Nicocles
by reading them as reflections of the political culture of their time.

Through this theoretical inquiry, Crick uses these criticisms to articulate and define a plurality of rhetorical
genres and concepts, such as heroic eloquence, tragicomedy, representative publicity, ideology, and the
public sphere, and their relationships to different structures and ethics of power, such as monarchy,
democracy, aristocracy, and empire. Rhetoric and Power thus provides the foundation for rhetorical history,
criticism, and theory that draws on contemporary research to prove again the incredible richness of the
classical tradition for contemporary rhetorical scholarship and practice.
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From reader reviews:

David Simpson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece
(Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Joan Stump:

The reason? Because this Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in
Rhetoric/Communication) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Karen Ofarrell:

This Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) is brand-new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Eric Kyler:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to



read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life at this time book Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece (Studies in
Rhetoric/Communication). You can more appealing than now.
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