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“Since it is the case that you are now just beginning that journey that I have for the most part as you see
completed, that is, the one through mortal life, and loving you so very much as I do, I have proposed to
myself—as one who has been many places—to show you those places in life where, walking through them, I
fear you could easily either fall or take the wrong direction.”

So begins Galateo, a treatise on polite behavior written by Giovanni Della Casa (1503–56) for the benefit of
his nephew, a young Florentine destined for greatness.

           

In the voice of a cranky yet genial old uncle, Della Casa offers the distillation of what he has learned over a
lifetime of public service as diplomat and papal nuncio. As relevant today as it was in Renaissance Italy,
Galateo deals with subjects as varied as dress codes, charming conversation and off-color jokes, eating
habits and hairstyles, and literary language. In its time, Galateo circulated as widely as Machiavelli’s Prince
and Castiglione’s Book of the Courtier. Mirroring what Machiavelli did for promoting political behavior, and
what Castiglione did for behavior at court, Della Casa here creates a picture of the refined man caught in a
world in which embarrassment and vulgarity prevail. Less a treatise promoting courtly values or a manual of
savoir faire, it is rather a meditation on conformity and the law, on perfection and rules, but also an
exasperated—often theatrical—reaction to the diverse ways in which people make fools of themselves in
everyday social situations.

           

With renewed interest in etiquette and polite behavior growing both inside and outside the academy, the time
is right for a new, definitive edition of this book. More than a mere etiquette book, this restored edition will
be entertaining (and even useful) for anyone making their way in modern civilized and polite society, and a
subtle gift for the rude neighbor, the thoughtless dinner guest, or the friend or relative in need of a refresher
on proper behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

Often the book Galateo: Or, The Rules of Polite Behavior will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Galateo: Or, The Rules of Polite Behavior is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Frances Barrett:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Galateo: Or, The Rules of Polite Behavior,
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Sandra Alexander:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top record in your reading list is usually Galateo: Or, The Rules of Polite Behavior. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Peggy Gillman:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. From the book Galateo: Or, The Rules of Polite Behavior we can acquire more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Galateo: Or, The
Rules of Polite Behavior. You can more pleasing than now.
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