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Long before Robert Novak became the center of a political firestorm in the Valerie Plame CIA leak scandal,
he had established himself as one of the finest—and most controversial—political reporters in America.
Now, in this sweeping, monumental memoir, Novak offers the first full account of his involvement in that
affair, while also revealing the fascinating story of his remarkable life and career. This is a singular journey
through a half century of stories, scandals, and personal encounters with Washington’s most powerful and
colorful people.

Novak has been a Washington insider since the days when the place was a sleepy southern town and
journalism was built on shoe leather and the ability to cultivate and keep sources (not to mention the ability
to hold one’s liquor). He has covered every president since Truman, known (personally and professionally)
virtually all the big movers and shakers in D.C., and broken a number of the biggest stories—the Plame
story, we see here, being far from the most important. In this book, he puts it all into perspective. He also
reveals the extraordinary transformations that have fundamentally remade Washington, politics, and
journalism—and his own role in those transformations.

Moving beyond the “first draft of history” that is daily journalism, Novak can at last tell the stories behind
the stories. He vividly recalls encounters with the Kennedys (angry meetings with Bobby, a scary ride home
in Jack’s convertible), his unusual relationship with Lyndon Johnson (who hosted Novak’s wedding
reception and who, “drunk as a loon,” had to be carried out of a bar by the young newsman), a decidedly odd
off-the-record lunch with Ronald Reagan, and his first meetings with George W. Bush—at which the veteran
journalist seriously underestimated the future president. We meet other fascinating characters as well, from
Deng Xiaoping to Ted Turner to Ezra Pound.

Writing with bracing candor, Novak tells us how politics and journalism truly operate at the highest levels,
both publicly and behind closed doors. He is equally open about his private experience. He writes frankly
about the days when his drinking reflected too closely the boozy ways of the town. He acknowledges times
when his job took precedence over his family. He is reflective about his political journey to the right. And he
writes more personally than ever before about his spiritual journey, from his early life as a secular Jew to his
conversion to Catholicism at the age of sixty-seven.

Packed with riveting, never-before-told stories, The Prince of Darkness is a hugely entertaining and equally
perceptive view of fifty years in the life of Washington and the people who cover it.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McKeever:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Prince of Darkness: 50 Years
Reporting in Washington book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Natasha Rich:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Prince of Darkness: 50
Years Reporting in Washington book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Bobby Blade:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Prince of Darkness: 50 Years Reporting in Washington
can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Prince of Darkness: 50 Years
Reporting in Washington.

Bruce Patton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Prince of
Darkness: 50 Years Reporting in Washington.
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