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Despite challenges by the federal government to restrict the use of peyote, the Native American Church,
which uses the hallucinogenic cactus as a religious sacrament, has become the largest indigenous
denomination among American Indians today. The Peyote Road examines the history of the NAC, including
its legal struggles to defend the controversial use of peyote.

Thomas C. Maroukis has conducted extensive interviews with NAC members and leaders to craft an
authoritative account of the church’s history, diverse religious practices, and significant people. His book
integrates a narrative history of the Peyote faith with analysis of its religious beliefs and practices—as well
as its art and music—and an emphasis on the views of NAC members.

Deftly blending oral histories and legal research, Maroukis traces the religion’s history from its
Mesoamerican roots to the legal incorporation of the NAC; its expansion to the northern plains, Great Basin,
and Southwest; and challenges to Peyotism by state and federal governments, including the Supreme Court
decision in Oregon v. Smith. He also introduces readers to the inner workings of the NAC with descriptions
of its organizational structure and the Cross Fire and Half Moon services.

The Peyote Road updates Omer Stewart’s classic 1987 study of the Peyote religion by taking into
consideration recent events and scholarship. In particular, Maroukis discusses not only the church’s current
legal issues but also the diminishing Peyote supply and controversies surrounding the definition of
membership.

Today approximately 300,000 American Indians are members of the Native American Church. The Peyote
Road marks a significant case study of First Amendment rights and deepens our understanding of the
struggles of NAC members to practice their faith.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Ferguson:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom
and the Native American Church (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Lena Stubbs:

The feeling that you get from The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native American Church (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native American Church (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
that The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native American Church (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) instantly.

Albert Fragoso:

The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native American Church (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native
American Church (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Allen Barnett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native
American Church (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an



interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native American
Church (The Civilization of the American Indian Series).
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