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Moby-Dick; or, The Whale (1851) isanovel by Herman Melville, in which Ishmael narrates the
monomaniacal quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale Moby
Dick, which on a previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed hisleg at the knee. A commercial
failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in 1891, its reputation grew immensely during the
twentieth century. According to D.H. Lawrence, it is "one of the strangest and most wonderful books in the
world," and "the greatest book of the sea ever written." Dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne, "in token of my
admiration for his genius," Moby-Dick is considered a Great American Novel and an outstanding work of
the Romantic Period in America, a period aso known as the American Renaissance. "Call me Ishmael," is
one of world literature's most famous opening sentences.

The product of ayear and a half of writing, the book draws on Melville's own whaling experience, on his
reading in whaling literature, and on literary inspirations such as Shakespeare and the Bible. The detailed and
realistic descriptions of whale hunting and the process of extracting whale oil, aswell as life aboard ship
among a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with exploration of class and social status, good and evil, and the
existence of God. In addition to narrative prose, Melville uses awide range of styles and literary devices
ranging from songs, poetry and catalogs to Shakespearean stage directions, soliloquies, and asides.

The author changed the title at the very last moment in September 1851, and so the work first appeared as
The Whalein London in October 1851, and then under its definitive title Moby-Dick in New York in
November. The British edition of five hundred copies was not reprinted during the author'slife, the
American of ailmost three thousand was reprinted three times at approximately 250 copies, the last reprinting
in 1871. These figures are exaggerated because three hundred copies were destroyed in afire at Harper's;
only 3,200 copies were actually sold during the author's life.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Gay:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Weéll, probably you will require this Moby Dick or The whale.

Ashley Staley:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Moby Dick or The whale, you are
able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit?
Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

William White:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Moby Dick or The whale why because the amazing cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Santiago Klein:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Moby Dick or The whale this reserve consist alot of the information of the
condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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