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In Elusive Equality, Jeffrey L. Littlejohn and Charles H. Ford place Norfolk, Virginia, at the center of the
South's school desegregation debates, tracing the crucial role that Norfolk’s African Americans played in
efforts to equalize and integrate the city’s schools. The authors relate how local activists participated in the
historic teacher-pay-parity cases of the 1930s and 1940s, how they fought against the school closures and
"Massive Resistance" of the 1950s, and how they challenged continuing patterns of discrimination by
insisting on crosstown busing in the 1970s and 1980s. Despite the advances made by local activists,
however, Littlejohn and Ford argue that the vaunted "urban advantage" supposedly now enjoyed by
Norfolk’s public schools is not easy to reconcile with the city’s continuing gaps and disparities in relation to
race and class.

In analyzing the history of struggles over school integration in Norfolk, the authors scrutinize the stories told
by participants, including premature declarations of victory that laud particular achievements while ignoring
the larger context in which they take place. Their research confirms that Norfolk was a harbinger of national
trends in educational policy and civil rights.

Drawing on recently released archival materials, oral interviews, and the rich newspaper coverage in the
Journal and Guide, Virginian-Pilot, and Ledger-Dispatch, Littlejohn and Ford present a comprehensive,
multidimensional, and unsentimental analysis of the century-long effort to gain educational equality. A
historical study with contemporary implications, their book offers a balanced view based on a thorough,
sober look at where Norfolk’s school district has been and where it is going.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Elusive Equality: Desegregation and Resegregation
in Norfolk's Public Schools book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Leslie Padilla:

The particular book Elusive Equality: Desegregation and Resegregation in Norfolk's Public Schools will
bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Elusive Equality:
Desegregation and Resegregation in Norfolk's Public Schools is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jessica Wilson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Elusive Equality: Desegregation and Resegregation in Norfolk's Public Schools.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

This Elusive Equality: Desegregation and Resegregation in Norfolk's Public Schools is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Elusive Equality: Desegregation and Resegregation in Norfolk's
Public Schools in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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