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Between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, women's role in the Swedish economy was renegotiated
and reconceptualized. Maria Agren chronicles changes in married women's property rights, revealing the
story of Swedish women's property as not just a simple narrative of the erosion of legal rights, but a more
complex tale of unintended consequences.

A public sphere of influence--including the wife's family and the local community--held sway over spousal
property rights throughout most of the seventeenth century, Agren argues. Around 1700, a campaign to
codify spousal property rights as an arcanum domesticum, or domestic secret, aimed to increase efficiency in
legal decision making. New regulatory changes indeed reduced familial interference, but they also made
families less likely to give land to women.

The advent of the print medium ushered property issues back into the public sphere, this time on a national
scale, Agren explains. Mass politicization increased sympathy for women, and public debate popularized
more progressive ideas about the economic contributions of women to marriage, leading to mid-nineteenth-
century legal reforms that were more favorable to women. Agren's work enhances our understanding of how
societies have conceived of women's contributions to the fundamental institutions of marriage and the
family, using as an example a country with far-reaching influence during and after the Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Vancleave:

The book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the great thing like a book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in
Legal History)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Domestic Secrets:
Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sophia Whitfield:

Here thing why this specific Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in
Legal History) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Domestic Secrets:
Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Domestic Secrets:
Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Domestic Secrets: Women and
Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History) in e-book can be your option.

Geneva Orta:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal
History) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Myra Hackett:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in



addition to soon. The Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal
History) offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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