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German-Jewish political philosopher Hannah Arendt (1906–75) fled from the Nazis to New York in 1941,
and during the next thirty years in America she wrote her best-known and most influential works, such as
The Human Condition, The Origins of Totalitarianism, and On Revolution. Yet, despite the fact that a
substantial portion of her oeuvre was written in America, not Europe, no one has directly considered the
influence of America on her thought—until now. In Arendt and America, historian Richard H. King argues
that while all of Arendt’s work was haunted by her experience of totalitarianism, it was only in her adopted
homeland that she was able to formulate the idea of the modern republic as an alternative to totalitarian rule.

 

Situating Arendt within the context of U.S. intellectual, political, and social history, King reveals how
Arendt developed a fascination with the political thought of the Founding Fathers. King also re-creates her
intellectual exchanges with American friends and colleagues, such as Dwight Macdonald and Mary
McCarthy, and shows how her lively correspondence with sociologist David Riesman helped her understand
modern American culture and society. In the last section of Arendt and America, King sets out the context in
which the Eichmann controversy took place and follows the debate about “the banality of evil” that has
continued ever since.  As King shows, Arendt’s work, regardless of focus, was shaped by postwar American
thought, culture, and politics, including the Civil Rights Movement and the Cold War.

For Arendt, the United States was much more than a refuge from Nazi Germany; it was a stimulus to rethink
the political, ethical, and historical traditions of human culture. This authoritative combination of intellectual
history and biography offers a unique approach for thinking about the influence of America on Arendt’s
ideas and also the effect of her ideas on American thought.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

The actual book Arendt and America will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Arendt and America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Daphne Shew:

The e-book with title Arendt and America includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Michael Roberts:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Arendt and America or even others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Arendt and
America to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Leona Tidwell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this modern era
like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by
that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the Arendt
and America when you necessary it?
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