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Although firmly rooted in ancient East Asia cultures, stone appreciation has no necessary boundaries; around
the mid-twentieth century it found a congenial reception in the West, where it slowly began to flourish.
While after more than a half-century, Asian perspectives on connoisseurship of natural stones have become
well established in the West, books on viewing stones still predominantly feature East Asian examples. This
is the first book to feature outstanding North American viewing stones from private and institutional
collections, and includes introductory essays on Native American stone appreciation and a brief history of
stone collecting on the continent.

North America has a rich and varied geological history that is yielding many types of beautiful and unusual
stones. Some resemble natural features, plateaus or mountains with cascading rivulets, while others are
figurative, portraying creatures real or mythical. Some are abstract in form, while others exhibit appealing
shapes, beautiful colors, or fascinating surface patterns. However, all share one quality: an ability to elicit an
emotional response in the viewer. They confront us with the beauty and diversity of the natural world and
demand a response, while we are drawn, willingly, to comply.

Sixty-three individuals and institutions participated in this project. From over 330 professional photographs
submitted for consideration, 151 stones were selected for inclusion. A jury of stone enthusiasts evaluated
each submission based on seven criteria, without knowing the identity of either collector or owner. The result
is fabulous array of beautiful and unusual stones from a diverse group of collectors, demonstrating not only
the richness and diversity of the continent's geological resources but also the vibrancy and enthusiasm of the
North American collecting community.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary
Perspective. Try to stumble through book Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective as
your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

John Guenther:

This Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective without we realize teach the
one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Viewing Stones of
North America: A Contemporary Perspective can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Viewing
Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Randall Rearick:

This book untitled Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Judith Bradshaw:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Viewing Stones of North America: A Contemporary Perspective why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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