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PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST  • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • Hailed by The
Washington Post as “mandatory reading,” and praised by Fareed Zakaria as “intelligent,
compassionate, and revealing,” a powerful journey to help bridge one of the greatest divides shaping
our world today.

If the Oceans Were Ink is Carla Power's eye-opening story of how she and her longtime friend Sheikh
Mohammad Akram Nadwi found a way to confront ugly stereotypes and persistent misperceptions that were
cleaving their communities. Their friendship-between a secular American and a madrasa-trained sheikh-had
always seemed unlikely, but now they were frustrated and bewildered by the battles being fought in their
names. Both knew that a close look at the Quran would reveal a faith that preached peace and not mass
murder; respect for women and not oppression. And so they embarked on a yearlong journey through the
controversial text.

A journalist who grew up in the Midwest and the Middle East, Power offers her unique vantage point on the
Quran's most provocative verses as she debates with Akram at cafes, family gatherings, and packed lecture
halls, conversations filled with both good humor and powerful insights. Their story takes them to madrasas
in India and pilgrimage sites in Mecca, as they encounter politicians and jihadis, feminist activists and
conservative scholars. Armed with a new understanding of each other's worldviews, Power and Akram offer
eye-opening perspectives, destroy long-held myths, and reveal startling connections between worlds that
have seemed hopelessly divided for far too long.

Praise for If the Oceans Were Ink

“A vibrant tale of a friendship.... If the Oceans Were Ink is a welcome and nuanced look at Islam [and] goes
a long way toward combating the dehumanizing stereotypes of Muslims that are all too common….  If the
Oceans Were Ink should be mandatory reading for the 52 percent of Americans who admit to not knowing
enough about Muslims.”—The Washington Post

“For all those who wonder what Islam says about war and peace, men and women, Jews and gentiles, this is
the book to read. It is a conversation among well-meaning friends—intelligent, compassionate, and
revealing—the kind that needs to be taking place around the world.”—Fareed Zakaria, author of The
Post-American World

“Carla Power’s intimate portrait of the Quran, told with nuance and great elegance, captures the
extraordinary, living debate over the Muslim holy book’s very essence. A spirited, compelling
read.”—Azadeh Moaveni, author of Lipstick Jihad

“Unique, masterful, and deeply engaging. Carla Power takes the reader on an extraordinary journey in
interfaith understanding as she debates and discovers the Quran’s message, meaning, and values on peace
and violence, gender and veiling, religious pluralism and tolerance.”—John L. Esposito, University
Professor and Professor of Islamic Studies, Georgetown University, and author of The Future of Islam



“A thoughtful, provocative, intelligent book.”—Diana Abu-Jaber, author of Birds Of Paradise and The
Language of Baklava
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book If the Oceans Were Ink:
An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the Quran. All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Susan Spiegel:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual If the Oceans Were
Ink: An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the Quran is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Jon Watson:

The publication untitled If the Oceans Were Ink: An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the
Quran is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of If the Oceans Were Ink: An Unlikely
Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the Quran from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Sebrina Knapp:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this If the Oceans Were Ink: An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the
Quran can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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