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The Trotula was the most influential compendium on women's medicine in medieval Europe. Scholarly
debate has long focused on the traditional attribution of the work to the mysterious Trotula, said to have been
the first female professor of medicine in eleventh- or twelfth-century Salerno, just south of Naples, then the
leading center of medical learning in Europe. Yet as Monica H. Green reveals in her introduction to this first
edition of the Latin text since the sixteenth century, and the first English translation of the book ever based
upon a medieval form of the text, the Trotula is not a single treatise but an ensemble of three independent
works, each by a different author. To varying degrees, these three works reflect the synthesis of indigenous
practices of southern Italians with the new theories, practices, and medicinal substances coming out of the
Arabic world.

Arguing that these texts can be understood only within the intellectual and social context that produced them,
Green analyzes them against the background of historical gynecological literature as well as current
knowledge about women's lives in twelfth-century southern Italy. She examines the history and composition
of the three works and introduces the reader to the medical culture of medieval Salerno from which they
emerged. Among her findings is that the second of the three texts, "On the Treatments for Women," does
derive from the work of a Salernitan woman healer named Trota. However, the other two texts—"On the
Conditions of Women" and "On Women's Cosmetics"—are probably of male authorship, a fact indicating
the complex gender relations surrounding the production and use of knowledge about the female body.

Through an exhaustive study of the extant manuscripts of the Trotula, Green presents a critical edition of the
so-called standardized Trotula ensemble, a composite form of the texts that was produced in the mid-
thirteenth century and circulated widely in learned circles. The facing-page complete English translation
makes the work accessible to a broad audience of readers interested in medieval history, women's studies,
and premodern systems of medical thought and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually The Trotula: A Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series).

Matthew Hansen:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Trotula: A Medieval Compendium of
Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gene Lyons:

The Trotula: A Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Trotula: A Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages
Series) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Lewis:

The book untitled The Trotula: A Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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