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The announced purpose of U.S. antiterrorist policies after 9/11 was to bring democracy and the rule of law to
the Middle East. At home, those values were regularly threatened by illegal, unconstitutional, secret, and
unaccountable programs. The Bush administration claimed that terrorists hate America for its freedoms, yet
its actions jeopardized those freedoms and brought the reputation of the United States lower in the eyes of
the world.

Government surveillance. Suspension of habeas corpus. Secret tribunals. Most Americans would recognize
these controversial topics from today's headlines. Unfortunately, as Louis Fisher reminds us, such violations
of freedom have been with us throughout our history-and continue to threaten the Constitution and the rights
that it protects.

Distilling more than two centuries of history into a panoramic and compelling narrative, Fisher chronicles
the long-standing tension between protecting our constitutional rights and safeguarding national security,
from the Whiskey Rebellion to the McCarthy hearings to George W. Bush's "War on Terror." Along the
way, he raises crucial questions regarding our democracy's ongoing tug-of-war between secrecy and
transparency, between expediency and morality, and between legal double-talk and the true rule of law.

Fisher focuses especially on how the Bush administration's responses to 9/11 have damaged our
constitutional culture and values, threatened individual liberties, and challenged the essential nature of our
government's system of checks and balances. His close analysis of five topics—the resurrection of military
tribunals, the Guantnamo detainees, the state secrets privilege, NSA surveillance, and extraordinary
rendition-places into sharp relief the gradual but relentless erosion of fundamental rights along with an
enormous expansion and concentration of presidential power in the post-9/11 era.

For Fisher, the Constitution's strength as a guarantor of freedom and rights is only as sound and reliable as
our own commitment to the values it describes. Each generation of Americans is asked in essence: do you
want a republic or a monarchy? Benjamin Franklin, of course, famously responded: "A republic, if you can
keep it." Fisher's book reminds us of the political principles we need to rediscover to keep our nation free.
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From reader reviews:

Clare Lucas:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Constitution and 9/11: Recurring Threats to
America's Freedoms.

Eleanor Abney:

The reason why? Because this The Constitution and 9/11: Recurring Threats to America's Freedoms is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Carla Heyward:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Constitution
and 9/11: Recurring Threats to America's Freedoms.

Janna Lefevre:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the The Constitution and 9/11: Recurring Threats to America's Freedoms when you
essential it?
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