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Scattered throughout the Talmud, the founding document of rabbinic Judaism in late antiquity, can be found
quite a few references to Jesus--and they're not flattering. In this lucid, richly detailed, and accessible book,
Peter Schäfer examines how the rabbis of the Talmud read, understood, and used the New Testament Jesus
narrative to assert, ultimately, Judaism's superiority over Christianity.

The Talmudic stories make fun of Jesus' birth from a virgin, fervently contest his claim to be the Messiah
and Son of God, and maintain that he was rightfully executed as a blasphemer and idolater. They subvert the
Christian idea of Jesus' resurrection and insist he got the punishment he deserved in hell--and that a similar
fate awaits his followers.

Schäfer contends that these stories betray a remarkable familiarity with the Gospels--especially Matthew and
John--and represent a deliberate and sophisticated anti-Christian polemic that parodies the New Testament
narratives. He carefully distinguishes between Babylonian and Palestinian sources, arguing that the rabbis'
proud and self-confident countermessage to that of the evangelists was possible only in the unique historical
setting of Persian Babylonia, in a Jewish community that lived in relative freedom. The same could not be
said of Roman and Byzantine Palestine, where the Christians aggressively consolidated their political power
and the Jews therefore suffered.

A departure from past scholarship, which has played down the stories as unreliable distortions of the
historical Jesus, Jesus in the Talmud posits a much more deliberate agenda behind these narratives.
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From reader reviews:

John McCord:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need that Jesus in the Talmud to read.

Elmer August:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Jesus in the Talmud as the daily resource information.

Nicol Thomas:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Jesus in the Talmud
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Jesus in
the Talmudis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world within this book.

Lynn Hardie:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Jesus in the Talmud that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you could pick Jesus in the Talmud become your starter.
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