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As states across the country battle internally over same-sex marriage in the courts, in legislatures, and at the
ballot box, activists and scholars grapple with its implications for the status of gays and lesbians and for the
institution of marriage itself. Yet, the struggle over same-sex marriage is only the most recent political and
public debate over marriage in the United States. What is at stake for those who want to restrict marriage and
for those who seek to extend it? Why has the issue become such a national debate? These questions can be
answered only by viewing marriage as a political institution as well as a religious and cultural one.

In its political dimension, marriage circumscribes both the meaning and the concrete terms of citizenship.
Marriage represents communal duty, moral education, and social and civic status. Yet, at the same time, it
represents individual choice, contract, liberty, and independence from the state. According to Priscilla
Yamin, these opposing but interrelated sets of characteristics generate a tension between a politics of
obligations on the one hand and a politics of rights on the other. To analyze this interplay, American
Marriage examines the status of ex-slaves at the close of the Civil War, immigrants at the turn of the
twentieth century, civil rights and women's rights in the 1960s, and welfare recipients and gays and lesbians
in the contemporary period. Yamin argues that at moments when extant political and social hierarchies
become unstable, political actors turn to marriage either to stave off or to promote political and social
changes. Some marriages are pushed as obligatory and necessary for the good of society, while others are
contested or presented as dangerous and harmful. Thus political struggles over race, gender, economic
inequality, and sexuality have been articulated at key moments through the language of marital obligations
and rights. Seen this way, marriage is not outside the political realm but interlocked with it in mutual
evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book American Marriage: A Political Institution (American
Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) seemed to be making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication American
Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) is not only giving
you much more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book American
Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law). You never feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lowell Oliver:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This American Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance:
Politics, Policy, and Public Law) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with American Marriage: A Political Institution
(American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So ,
do you even now thinking American Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics,
Policy, and Public Law) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Cheryl Kirkland:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. American Marriage: A Political Institution (American Governance: Politics, Policy,
and Public Law) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Bryan Lopez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example:
internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of
book. Often the book that recommended to you is American Marriage: A Political Institution (American
Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of



this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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