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Cultural conflicts about the family - including those surrounding women's social roles, abortion, same-sex
marriage, and contraception - have intensified over the last few decades among Catholics, as well as among
Americans generally. In fact, they are the source of much of the political polarization we see. But how do
individuals in local settings and cultures - especially religious ones - experience and participate in these
conflicts? Why are they so resonant?

By exploring how religion and family life are intertwined in local parish settings, Mary Ellen Konieczny
seeks to explain how and why Catholics are divided about the family. The Spirit's Tether presents a detailed
comparative ethnographic analysis of the families and local religious cultures in two Catholic parishes, one
conservative and one progressive. Through an examination of the activities of parish life and the faith stories
of parishioners, this book reveals how parishes support and shape the ways in which Catholics work out the
routines of marriage, childrearing, and work-family balance, as well as how they connect these everyday
challenges to public politics. Local parishes, Konieczny argues, promote polarization through practices that
unintentionally fragment the Catholic tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

The book The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics being your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a book The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion
among American Catholics. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Georgette Tang:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Spirit's Tether:
Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion
among American Catholicsis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Jason Nimmons:

The book untitled The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Connie Curtis:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The
Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics. You can more attractive than now.
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