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Makes the surprising claim that identity politics can facilitate rather than undermine worker solidarity.

Conventional wisdom believes that solidarity among the working poor is rare in the United States and
identity politics shoulders a large portion of the blame. The Politics of Identity offers a fresh take on
solidarity building and identity among America’s working poor by placing workers’ voices center stage
through the use of fieldwork and in-depth interviews. The book provides the first empirical assessment of
long-standing theoretical debates over the effect of identity politics for developing additional solidarities that
is politically relevant, theoretically rich, and highly readable.

“…the author’s clarity, incisiveness and use of methodological rigor results in a book that makes an
important contribution to our understanding of how America’s working poor perceive themselves, and the
implications these perceptions could have for social action and policy.” — Journal of Sociology and Social
Welfare

“…The Politics of Identity … focuses on the author’s extensive research and fieldwork in the service
industry, but the information learned can be easily applied to a number of organizing situations and other
categories of workers.” — Labor Studies Journal

“O’Brien successfully cracks the long-held understanding that identity politics precludes worker solidarity.”
— Journal of Politics

“Erin O’Brien’s The Politics of Identity pushes past the settled oppositions to show how a politics of
identities can mobilize, rather than undermine, collective action by workers. Drawing upon vivid worker
portraits from extensive fieldwork, the author details in highly readable prose how we need to think more
creatively if workers are to contest the indignities of the low-wage economy unfolding before us. Here is a
book that lays the groundwork for renewed hope and optimism in an era of worker discontent.” — Sanford
F. Schram, author of Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance, and Globalization

Erin E. O’Brien is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Massachusetts Boston.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Burnham:

The book The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in
Public Policy) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among
America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor
(SUNY series in Public Policy) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Laverne Dunbar:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working
Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Politics of Identity: Solidarity
Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) content conveys the thought easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's
Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Esther Cunningham:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor
(SUNY series in Public Policy) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short
free time problems.

Jerry Blair:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Politics of Identity: Solidarity
Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) is simple to create you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Download and Read Online The Politics of Identity: Solidarity
Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public
Policy) Erin E. O'Brien #9WL5T4087PE



Read The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's
Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E. O'Brien
for online ebook

The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy)
by Erin E. O'Brien Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Politics of Identity: Solidarity
Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E. O'Brien books to read
online.

Online The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor
(SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E. O'Brien ebook PDF download

The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public
Policy) by Erin E. O'Brien Doc

The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E.
O'Brien Mobipocket

The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E.
O'Brien EPub

The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E.
O'Brien Ebook online

The Politics of Identity: Solidarity Building among America's Working Poor (SUNY series in Public Policy) by Erin E.
O'Brien Ebook PDF


