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Deserts are commonly imagined as barren, defiled, worthless places, wastelands in heed of development.
This understanding has fueled extensive anti-desertification efforts -- a multimillion-dollar global campaign
driven by perceptions of alooming crisis. In this book, Diana Davis argues that estimates of desertification
have been significantly exaggerated and that deserts and drylands -- which constitute about 41% of the
earth's landmass -- are actually resilient and biodiverse environments in which a great many indigenous
people have long lived sustainably. Meanwhile, contemporary arid lands development programs and anti-
desertification efforts have met with little success. As Davis explains, these environments are not governed
by the equilibrium ecological dynamics that apply in most other regions. Davis shows that our notion of the
arid lands as wastelands derives largely from politically motivated Anglo-European colonia assumptions
that these regions had been laid waste by "traditional” uses of the land. Unfortunately, such assumptions still
frequently inform policy. Drawing on political ecology and environmental history, Davis traces changesin
our understanding of deserts, from the benign views of the classical erato Christian associations of the desert
with sinful activities to later (neo)colonial assumptions of destruction. She further explains how our thinking
about desertsis problematically related to our conceptions of forests and desiccation. Davis concludes that a
new understanding of the arid lands as healthy, natural, but variable ecosystems that do not necessarily need
improvement or development will facilitate a more sustainable future for the world's magnificent drylands.
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From reader reviews:
Cornelius Callaghan:

Here thing why this specific The Arid Lands: History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future)
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good but it really dependsin the
content from it which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. The Arid Lands. History, Power,
Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Arid Lands: History, Power, Knowledge
(History for a Sustainable Future). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Arid Lands: History, Power,
Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future) in e-book can be your substitute.

Lucille Grant:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Arid

Lands: History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Arid Lands: History, Power,
Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future)is one of several books that will everyone read now. Thiskind
of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Eric Bittinger:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of severa
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Arid Lands: History, Power, Knowledge (History for a
Sustainable Future). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Aurora Ammon:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
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