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For the past decade, most South Asian countries have directed their efforts towards achieving universal
access to elementary education. While these investments have led to more children being retained in school,
they have not translated into better learning outcomes. This report comprehensively analyzes the
performance of South Asian educational systems in terms of student learning. It attempts to answer three
questions:
• How well do education systems in South Asia perform?
• What determines student learning outcomes?
• What policy options are effective in improving learning outcomes, especially given increasing demand and
competition for public resources?
Because learning outcomes and skill acquisition in the region are low in both absolute and relative terms,
schooling does not translate, as it should, into better life chances, including escape from poverty for many
more. Nor does schooling contribute to higher productivity and economic growth, so that countries in the
region find it difficult to accelerate economic and social development. Governments in the region now fully
realize that they need to direct their attention toward improving quality so that students can aspire to fuller
lives as both individuals and labor market participants. Merely spending time in school is not enough;
students need to register a significant gain in both noncognitive and cognitive skills if countries in the region
are to reap full returns on their investments and generate gains in employment, job creation, and productivity.

To examine what policies hold promise for improving student learning, the report reviews evidence from
large-scale national learning assessments and findings from impact evaluations being conducted in the
region. It identifies the following strategic priorities for improving learning outcomes in South Asia: (1)
Make learning outcomes the central goal of education policy; (2) Invest in early childhood nutrition; (3)
Improve teacher effectiveness and accountability; (4) Provide additional support to disadvantaged children in
early grades; (5) Use financing effectively; (6) Leverage the contribution of the non-state sector; and (7)
Build learning assessment systems. Each of these policy options will need to be integrated within a larger
agenda of inclusive economic growth and governance reform to be truly effective.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Student Learning in
South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeff Williams:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Student Learning in South Asia:
Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Douglas Elem:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and
Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Harold Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Student Learning in South Asia:
Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development).
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