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First published in 1876, Marthe was an important landmark in J.K. Huysmans's literary career: it was the 28-
year old writer's first excursion into the novel form and propelled him into the growing ranks of the
Naturalist movement, then beginning to take shape under Zola’s direction. Marthe was one of the first
French novels to tackle head-on the subject of prostitution, a theme that was to become a central
preoccupation in the work of many novelists, painters and poets. Set in and around the demi-monde of the
Parisian music hall, it centres on a would-be actress, Marthe, who works in one of the lowest dives in Paris,
and tells the story of her brief and ultimately doomed relationship with Leo, a romantic searching for
something to take the place of his lost illusions. It will appeal to admirers of French Naturalism and the
novels of Zola. Huysmans is particularly good in evoking the Paris of his day. 'Huysmans was part of Zola's
coterie of naturalist writers driven by a desire to break from the dominance of romantic fiction.Certainly this
tale set in a brothel, his debut novel banned at publication in his native France in 1876, would be fertile
ground for such a venture. The translation, its first in 50 years, is wonderfully bawdy and a fine tribute to a
great work.' The Herald
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From reader reviews:

Juan Turgeon:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Marthe: The Story of a Whore (Dedalus
European Classics) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Thelma Martin:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Marthe: The Story of a Whore
(Dedalus European Classics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Aurora Foster:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Marthe: The Story of a Whore (Dedalus European
Classics) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Marthe: The Story of a Whore
(Dedalus European Classics).

Ann Fortune:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Marthe: The Story of a Whore (Dedalus
European Classics) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up
a book and learn it. Beside that the book Marthe: The Story of a Whore (Dedalus European Classics) can to
be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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