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Economics has become a monolithic science, variously described as formalistic and autistic with neoclassical
orthodoxy reigning supreme. So argue Dimitris Milonakis and Ben Fine in this new major work of critical
recollection. The authors show how economics was once rich, diverse, multidimensional and pluralistic, and
unravel the processes that lead to orthodoxy’s current predicament. The book details how political economy
became economics through the desocialisation and the dehistoricisation of the dismal science, accompanied
by the separation of economics from the other social sciences, especially economic history and sociology. It
is argued that recent attempts from within economics to address the social and the historical have failed to
acknowledge long standing debates amongst economists, historians and other social scientists. This has
resulted in an impoverished historical and social content within mainstream economics.

The book ranges over the shifting role of the historical and the social in economic theory, the shifting
boundaries between the economic and the non-economic, all within a methodological context. Schools of
thought and individuals, that have been neglected or marginalised, are treated in full, including classical
political economy and Marx, the German and British historical schools, American institutionalism, Weber
and Schumpeter and their programme of Socialökonomik, and the Austrian school. At the same time,
developments within the mainstream tradition from marginalism through Marshall and Keynes to general
equilibrium theory are also scrutinised, and the clashes between the various camps from the famous
Methodenstreit to the fierce debates of the 1930s and beyond brought to the fore.

The prime rationale underpinning this account drawn from the past is to put the case for political economy
back on the agenda. This is done by treating economics as a social science once again, rather than as a
positive science, as has been the inclination since the time of Jevons and Walras. It involves transcending the
boundaries of the social sciences, but in a particular way that is in exactly the opposite direction now being
taken by "economics imperialism". Drawing on the rich traditions of the past, the reintroduction and full
incorporation of the social and the historical into the main corpus of political economy will be possible in the
future.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Gross:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled From
Political Economy to Economics: Method, the social and the historical in the evolution of economic theory
(Economics as Social Theory) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written
in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The From
Political Economy to Economics: Method, the social and the historical in the evolution of economic theory
(Economics as Social Theory) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jerry Smith:

The book untitled From Political Economy to Economics: Method, the social and the historical in the
evolution of economic theory (Economics as Social Theory) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Bethany Archie:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This From Political Economy to
Economics: Method, the social and the historical in the evolution of economic theory (Economics as Social
Theory) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Bertha Boone:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like From Political Economy to Economics:
Method, the social and the historical in the evolution of economic theory (Economics as Social Theory)



which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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