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Childhood
Deployed examines
the reintegration of former child soldiers in Sierra Leone. Based on eighteen
months of participant-observer ethnographic fieldwork and ten years of
follow-up research, the book argues that there is a fundamental disconnect
between the Western idea of the child soldier and the individual lived
experiences of the child soldiers of Sierra Leone. Susan Shepler contends that
the reintegration of former child soldiers is a political process having
to do with changing notions of childhood as one of the central structures of
society.

For
most Westerners the tragedy of the idea of “child soldier” centers
around perceptions of lost and violated innocence. In contrast, Shepler finds
that for most Sierra Leoneans, the problem is not lost innocence but the horror
of being separated from one’s family and the resulting generational break in
youth education. Further, Shepler argues that Sierra Leonean former child
soldiers find themselves forced to strategically perform (or refuse to perform)
as the“child soldier” Western human rights initiatives expect in order to
most effectively gain access to the resources available for their social
reintegration. The strategies don’t always work—in some cases, Shepler finds,
Western human rights initiatives do more harm than good.

While
this volume focuses on the well-known case of child soldiers in Sierra Leone,
it speaks to the larger concerns of childhood studies with a detailed
ethnography of people struggling over the situated meaning of the categories of
childhood.It offers an example of the
cultural politics of childhood in action, in which the very definition of
childhood is at stake and an important site of political contestation.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

This Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone without we know teach the
one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Childhood
Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Childhood
Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone having great arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Leslie Bergeron:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Childhood Deployed:
Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Charles Powers:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Childhood
Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child
Soldiers in Sierra Leone which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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