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In Latin America the state is the prime regulator, coordinator, and pace-setter of the entire national system,
the apex of the pyramid from which patronage, wealth, power, and programs flow. The state bears
responsibility for the realization of civic needs, providing goods and services to each citizen. Doing so
requires the exercise and maintenance of social and political control. It is John Martz's contention that
clientelism underlines the fundamental character of Latin American social and political life. As the
modernizing bureaucratic state has developed in Latin America, there has been a concurrent shifting away
from clientelistic relationships. Yet in one form or another, political clientelism still remains central.

Clientelism occurs when large numbers of low-status individuals, such as those in the slums of rural and
underdeveloped areas, are protected by a powerful patron who defends their interests in return for deference
or material reward. In Colombia the rural patron has become a member of the higher clientelistic system as
well; he is dependent on a patron who operates at the national level. This enables urban elites to mobilize
low-status clients for such acts as mass demonstrations of political loyalty to the regime. Thus, traditional
clientelism has been modified through the process of modernization.

Part One of The Politics of Clientelism examines Colombian politics, focusing on the incarnation and
traditional forms of clientelism. Part Two explores the policies of Colombian governance, from the
administrations of Lleras Camargo through Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala. Part Three discusses the
modernization and restructuring of Colombia in recent decades under Belisario Betancur, Virgilio Barco, and
Cesar Gaviria.

As the modernizing bureaucratic state has unfolded, there has been a similar shift in many clientelistic
relationships. Martz argues that, whether corporate clientelism remains or more democratic organization
develops, Colombia is unlikely to shed its basic clientelistic impulses. Reforms will determine whether or not
the state can construct a system in which the citizenry affects the course of national politics. The Politics of
Clientelism provides a well-developed theory linking regime and governmental process to policy formulation
and performance in Colombia. It will be engrossing reading for economists, sociologists, political scientists,
and other researchers interested in Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The book The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy and the State in Colombia make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy and the State in Colombia to become your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy and
the State in Colombia. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Juan Reynolds:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy
and the State in Colombia is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Walter Crouse:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy and the
State in Colombia can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than
the others?

Edgar Workman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Politics of Clientelism:
Democracy and the State in Colombia.
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