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Religious Imaginaries explores liturgical practice as formative for how three Victorian women poets
imagined the world and their place in it and, consequently, for how they developed their creative and critical
religious poetics. In doing so, this new study rethinks several assumptions in the field: that Victorian
women’s faith commitments tend to limit creativity; that the contours of church experiences matter little for
understanding religious poetry; and that gender is more significant than liturgy in shaping women’s religious
poetry.

Exploring the import of bodily experience for spiritual, emotional, and cognitive forms of knowing, Karen
Dieleman explains and clarifies the deep orientations of different strands of nineteenth-century Christianity,
such as Congregationalism’s high regard for verbal proclamation, Anglicanism and Anglo-Catholicism’s
valuation of manifestation, and revivalist Roman Catholicism’s recuperation of an affective aesthetic.
Looking specifically at Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter as astute
participants in their chosen strands of Christianity, Dieleman reveals the subtle textures of these women’s
religious poetry: the different voices, genres, and aesthetics they create in response to their worship
experiences. Part recuperation, part reinterpretation, Dieleman’s readings highlight each poet’s innovative
religious poetics.

Dieleman devotes two chapters to each of the three poets: the first chapter in each pair delineates the poet’s
denominational practices and commitments; the second reads the corresponding poetry. Religious
Imaginaries has appeal for scholars of Victorian literary criticism and scholars of Victorian religion,
supporting its theoretical paradigm by digging deeply into primary sources associated with the actual
churches in which the poets worshipped, detailing not only the liturgical practices but also the architectural
environments that influenced the worshipper’s formation. By going far beyond descriptions of various
doctrinal positions, this research significantly deepens our critical understanding of Victorian Christianity
and the culture it influenced.
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From reader reviews:

Elmer Pereira:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices
of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter. Try to make book Religious
Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and
Adelaide Procter as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Leslie Padilla:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Religious Imaginaries: The
Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter. All
type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Juana Houck:

The publication with title Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter contains a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Rebecca Bonnett:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia,
reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your
spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic
Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter when you needed it?
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