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Pathologies of Power uses harrowing stories of life—and death—in extreme situations to interrogate our
understanding of human rights. Paul Farmer, a physician and anthropologist with twenty years of experience
working in Haiti, Peru, and Russia, argues that promoting the social and economic rights of the world’s poor
is the most important human rights struggle of our times. With passionate eyewitness accounts from the
prisons of Russia and the beleaguered villages of Haiti and Chiapas, this book links the lived experiences of
individual victims to a broader analysis of structural violence. Farmer challenges conventional thinking
within human rights circles and exposes the relationships between political and economic injustice, on one
hand, and the suffering and illness of the powerless, on the other.

Farmer shows that the same social forces that give rise to epidemic diseases such as HIV and tuberculosis
also sculpt risk for human rights violations. He illustrates the ways that racism and gender inequality in the
United States are embodied as disease and death. Yet this book is far from a hopeless inventory of abuse.
Farmer’s disturbing examples are linked to a guarded optimism that new medical and social technologies
will develop in tandem with a more informed sense of social justice. Otherwise, he concludes, we will be
guilty of managing social inequality rather than addressing structural violence. Farmer’s urgent plea to think
about human rights in the context of global public health and to consider critical issues of quality and access
for the world’s poor should be of fundamental concern to a world characterized by the bizarre proximity of
surfeit and suffering.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

The book Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor (California Series in
Public Anthropology) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights,
and the New War on the Poor (California Series in Public Anthropology)? A number of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor
(California Series in Public Anthropology) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Barbara Gunter:

Why? Because this Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor (California
Series in Public Anthropology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Amos Curley:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights,
and the New War on the Poor (California Series in Public Anthropology) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Hazel Gannon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the
New War on the Poor (California Series in Public Anthropology) or others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Pathologies of Power: Health,



Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor (California Series in Public Anthropology) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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