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—Winner of the 2015 Aidoo-Snyder Prize from the Women's Caucus of the African Studies
Association—

“The significance of Making Modern Girls in African studies is incontestable—it is by all standards one
of the most sophisticated studies of girlhood in colonial Africa.”—American Historical Review

In Making Modern Girls, Abosede A. George examines the influence of African social reformers and the
developmentalist colonial state on the practice and ideology of girlhood as well as its intersection with child
labor in Lagos, Nigeria. It draws from gender studies, generational studies, labor history, and urban history to
shed new light on the complex workings of African cities from the turn of the twentieth century through the
nationalist era of the 1950s.

The two major schemes at the center of this study were the modernization project of elite Lagosian women
and the salvationist project of British social workers. By approaching children and youth, specifically girl
hawkers, as social actors and examining the ways in which local and colonial reformers worked upon young
people, the book offers a critical new perspective on the uses of African children for the production and
legitimization of national and international social development initiatives.

Making Modern Girls demonstrates how oral sources can be used to uncover the social history of informal or
undocumented urban workers and to track transformations in practices of childhood over the course of
decades. George revises conventional accounts of the history of development work in Africa by drawing
close attention to the social welfare initiatives of late colonialism and by highlighting the roles that African
women reformers played in promoting sociocultural changes within their own societies.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great in addition to important the book Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood,
Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories). All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Lauren Joseph:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood,
Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Adela Valenti:

The e-book with title Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in
Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Doris Garcia:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Making Modern Girls: A History of
Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) is simple to create you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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