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When appointed to the Supreme Court in 1970 by President Nixon, Harry A. Blackmun was seen as a quiet,
safe choice to complement the increasingly conservative Court of his boyhood friend, Warren Burger. No
one anticipated his seminal opinion championing abortion rights in Roe v. Wade, the most controversial
ruling of his generation, which became the battle cry of both supporters and critics of judicial power and
made Blackmun a liberal icon.

Harry A. Blackmun: The Outsider Justice is Tinsley E. Yarbrough's penetrating account of one of the most
outspoken and complicated figures on the Supreme Court. As a justice, Blackmun stood at the pinnacle of
the American judiciary. Yet when he took his seat on the Court, Justice Blackmun felt "almost desperate,"
overwhelmed with feelings of self-doubt and inadequacy over the immense responsibilities before him.
Blackmun had overcome humble roots to achieve a Harvard education, success as a Minneapolis lawyer and
resident counsel to the prestigious Mayo Clinic, as well as a distinguished record on the Eighth Circuit
federal appeals court. But growing up in a financially unstable home with a frequently unemployed father
and an emotionally fragile mother left a permanent mark on the future justice. All his life, Harry Blackmun
considered himself one of society's outsiders, someone who did not "belong."

Remarkably, though, that very self-image instilled in the justice, throughout his career, a deep empathy for
society's most vulnerable outsiders--women faced with unwanted pregnancies, homosexuals subjected to
archaic laws, and ultimately, death-row inmates. To those who saw his career as the constitutional odyssey of
a conservative jurist gradually transformed into a champion of the underdog, Blackmun had a ready answer:
he had not changed; the Court and the issues before them changed. The justice's identification with the
marginalized members of society arguably provides the overarching key to that consistency.

Thoroughly researched, engagingly written, Harry A. Blackmun: The Outsider Justice offers an in-depth,
revelatory portrait of one of the most intriguing jurists ever to sit on the Supreme Court. Relying on in-depth
archival material, in addition to numerous interviews with Blackmun's former clerks, Yarbrough here
presents the definitive biography of the great justice, ultimately providing an illuminating window into the
inner-workings of the modern Supreme Court.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Gray:

With other case, little persons like to read book Harry A. Blackmun: The Outsider Justice. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Harry A.
Blackmun: The Outsider Justice. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Brenda Burrows:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their
can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Harry A. Blackmun: The Outsider Justice to
read.

Phyllis Wilder:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Harry A. Blackmun: The Outsider Justice is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Deborah Fishman:

Exactly why? Because this Harry A. Blackmun: The Outsider Justice is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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