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'He's a fool that marries, but he's a greater fool that does not marry a fool.'

This bawdy, hilarious, subversive and wickedly satirical drama pokes fun at the humourless, the jealous, and
the adulterous alike. It features a country wife, Margery, whose husband believes she is too naïve to cuckold
him; and an anti-hero, Horner, who pretends to be impotent in order to have unrestrained access to the
women keen on 'the sport'. A number of licentious and hypocritical women request Horner's services – the
country wife among them.

The Country Wife has provoked powerfully mixed reactions over the years. The seventeenth century libertine
king Charles II saw it twice, and is said to have joined the 'dance of the cuckolds' at the end of one
performance; the eighteenth century actor-playwright David Garrick declared it 'the most licentious play in
the English language'; the Victorian Macaulay compared it to a skunk, because it was 'too filthy to handle
and too noisome even to approach'. Twentieth century productions heralded it a Restoration masterpiece.
Sexually frank, and as ready to criticise marriage as infidelity, the virtuosity, linguistic energy, brilliant wit,
naughtiness and complexity of this ribald play have made it a staple of the modern stage.

This student edition contains a lengthy, entirely new introduction, by leading scholar, Tiffany Stern, with a
background on the author, structure, characters, genre, themes, original staging and performance history, as
well as an updated bibliography and a fully annotated version of the playtext.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

The book The Country Wife (New Mermaids) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Country Wife (New Mermaids) to
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Country Wife
(New Mermaids). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Brian Nelson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Country Wife (New Mermaids) book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Country
Wife (New Mermaids) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Country Wife (New Mermaids) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Helen Woodson:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is The Country Wife (New Mermaids). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you
can get many advantages.

William Holmes:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Country Wife (New Mermaids) was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Country Wife (New Mermaids) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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