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William Kauffman Scarborough’s absorbing biography, The Allstons of Chicora Wood, chronicles the
history of a South Carolina planter family from the opulent antebellum years through the trauma of the Civil
War and postwar period. Scarborough’s examination of this extraordinarily enterprising family focuses on
patriarch Robert R. F. W. Allston, his wife Adele Petigru Allston, and their daughter Elizabeth Allston
Pringle Scarborough.

Scarborough shows how Allston, in the four decades before the Civil War, converted a small patrimony into
a Lowcountry agricultural empire of seven rice plantations, all the while earning an international reputation
for the quality of his rice and his expertise. Scarborough also examines Allston’s twenty-eight-year career in
the state legislature and as governor from 1856 to 1858.

Upon his death in 1864, Robert Allston’s wife of thirty-two years, Adele, found herself at the head of the
family. Scarborough traces how she successfully kept the family plantations afloat in the postwar years
through a series of decisions that exhibited her astute business judgment and remarkable strength of
character.

In the next generation, one of the Allstons’ five children followed a similar path. Elizabeth “Bessie” Allston
took over management of the remaining family plantations upon the death of her husband and, in order to
pay off the plantation mortgages, embarked on a highly successful literary career. Bessie authored two
books, the first treating her experiences as a woman rice planter and the second describing her childhood
before the war.

A major contribution to southern history, The Allstons of Chicora Wood provides a fascinating look at a
prominent southern family that survived the traumas of war and challenges of Reconstruction.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will want this The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina
Lowcountry.

Ollie Brooks:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth,
Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thomas Baxter:

This The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Allstons of
Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry can be one of several great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Allstons of
Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Shalon Dougherty:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and
Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this
one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry.
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