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As is often the case with oral literature, we know nothing of the origins of Arabic poetry. The first surviving
pieces, from the beginning of the 6th century, are fully developed. The period from then till the second
quarter of the 7th century was remarkable due to the amount and quality of the poetry that was composed. In
later times, this period was acknowledged as the zenith of Arabic poetic composition, notable for its many
masterpieces. Learning to appreciate this early poetry is difficult for a range of reasons: it is the work of
people of a very alien milieu (the great composers were camel-dependent nomads) * it has an extraordinarily
rich vocabulary * its grammar has many complications that do not survive in the later language * its texts
were transmitted orally for up to two-and-a-half centuries * and there are serious problems about
authenticity. However, since all later Arabic poetry stems from this, it is therefore important for our
understanding of the language and ideas current in Arabia at the rise of Islam. The study of this earlier poetry
is a necessity for all serious students of Arabic. This new edition of Early Arabic Poetry combines two
volumes first published in 1992 and 1996, covering the major background problems faced by students of
early Arabic poetry. The text itself comprises two main sections. The first section contains a study of 15
poems from two of the more vivid genres: laments and poems by the outlaws, the latter including the
magnificent, brooding Lamiyyat al-'Arab. The second section focuses on famous odes, such as the Mu'allaqat
of Imru' ul-Qays, Labid and 'Abid, the Kafiyya of Zuhayr and the Marthiya of Abu Dhu'ayb. The poems are
analyzed in minute detail, providing the student with all the information needed to understand the texts and
the accompanying translations, and then to consider each poem's overall thrust and purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Early Arabic
Poetry: Select Poems. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Robert Perkins:

This Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Early Arabic
Poetry: Select Poems without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems can bring once you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Marco Manuel:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Early Arabic Poetry:
Select Poems which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Frank Foushee:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list will be Early Arabic Poetry: Select Poems. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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