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When veteran Labour MP Tam Dalyell retired as Father of the House in 2005, the Commons lost not only
one of its most colourful and outspoken politicians, but also one of its most deeply principled members. In a
parliamentary career that spanned 43 years and the administrations of eight Prime Ministers (from
Macmillan to Blair), Dalyell was never a stranger to controversy. His vehemently independent and firmly-
held views might have denied him a career on the front bench, but have ensured that his name has seldom
been out of the headlines. An outspoken critic of both Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair, he famously
harried the former over the sinking of the Belgrano during the Falklands conflict, and argued fiercely against
the Gulf War of 1990 and the invasion of Iraq in 2003. He also spoke out against military action in Kosovo,
and has been a leading figure in the attempt to uncover the truth about the Lockerbie bombing. In this
memoir, based on personal papers as well as official documents - many of them only recently declassified -
he looks back over a lifetime of dedicated service as MP for West Lothian and Linlithgow and talks of his
family connections to the area: the Dalyells have lived at the historic House of the Binns, near Linlithgow,
for almost 400 years. Insightful, witty and urbane, this is a fascinating book which offers a unique
perspective on many of the key moments in Britain's political life over the last fifty years.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Turner:

The book The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like
a book The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Importance of Being Awkward: The
Autobiography of Tam Dalyell has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Philip Brown:

This The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of
Tam Dalyell in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Maxine Whitley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Importance of Being Awkward: The
Autobiography of Tam Dalyell or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam
Dalyell to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

John Lyons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Importance of Being Awkward:
The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell.
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