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The year 2005 marked the centennial of the founding of the United States Forest Service (USFS). Samuel P.
Hays uses this occasion to present a cogent history of the role of American society in shaping the policies
and actions of this agency.

From its establishment in 1905 under the auspices of the Department of Agriculture, timber and grazing
management dominated the agency's agenda. Due to high consumer demand for wood products and meat
from livestock, the USFS built a formidable system of forest managers, training procedures, and tree science
programs to specifically address these needs. This strong internal organization bolstered the agency during
the tumultuous years in the final one-third of the century—when citizens and scientists were openly critical
of USFS policies—yet it restricted the agency's vision and adaptability on environmental issues. A dearth of
ecological capabilities tormented the USFS in 1960 when the Multiple-Use and Sustained-Yield Act set new
statutes for the preservation of wildlife, recreation, watershed, and aesthetic resources. This was followed by
the National Forest Management Act of 1976, which established standards for the oversight of forest
ecosystems. The USFS was ill equipped to handle the myriad administrative and technological complexities
that these mandates required. 

In The American People and the National Forests, Hays chronicles three distinct periods in USFS history,
provides a summarizing “legacy” for each, and outlines the public and private interests, administrators, and
laws that guided the agency's course and set its priorities. He demonstrates how these legacies affected
successive eras, how they continue to influence USFS policy in the twenty-first century, and why USFS
policies should matter to all of us.
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From reader reviews:

Patrice Gasaway:

The book The American People and the National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book The American People and the National Forests: The First Century of the U.S.
Forest Service to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
reserve The American People and the National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Cynthia Johnson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The American People and the National Forests: The
First Century of the U.S. Forest Service was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The American People and the
National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The American People and the National Forests: The
First Century of the U.S. Forest Service. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Joan McCorkle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that The American
People and the National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Danny Jarosz:

Here thing why this kind of The American People and the National Forests: The First Century of the U.S.
Forest Service are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The American People and the
National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The American People and



the National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The American People and the
National Forests: The First Century of the U.S. Forest Service in e-book can be your substitute.
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