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George Washington Carver (ca. 1864–1943) is at once one of the most familiar and misunderstood figures in
American history. In My Work Is That of Conservation, Mark D. Hersey reveals the life and work of this
fascinating man who is widely—and reductively—known as the African American scientist who developed a
wide variety of uses for the peanut.

Carver had a truly prolific career dedicated to studying the ways in which people ought to interact with the
natural world, yet much of his work has been largely forgotten. Hersey rectifies this by tracing the evolution
of Carver’s agricultural and environmental thought starting with his childhood in Missouri and Kansas and
his education at the Iowa Agricultural College. Carver’s environmental vision came into focus when he
moved to the Tuskegee Institute in Macon County, Alabama, where his sensibilities and training collided
with the denuded agrosystems, deep poverty, and institutional racism of the Black Belt. It was there that
Carver realized his most profound agricultural thinking, as his efforts to improve the lot of the area’s poorest
farmers forced him to adjust his conception of scientific agriculture.

Hersey shows that in the hands of pioneers like Carver, Progressive Era agronomy was actually considerably
“greener” than is often thought today. My Work Is That of Conservation uses Carver’s life story to explore
aspects of southern environmental history and to place this important scientist within the early conservation
movement.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Goehring:

This My Work Is That of Conservation: An Environmental Biography of George Washington Carver
(Environmental History and the American South) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this My Work Is That of Conservation: An Environmental
Biography of George Washington Carver (Environmental History and the American South) can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this My Work Is That of
Conservation: An Environmental Biography of George Washington Carver (Environmental History and the
American South) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

David Wood:

The e-book with title My Work Is That of Conservation: An Environmental Biography of George
Washington Carver (Environmental History and the American South) contains a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Jeffery Bruce:

The book My Work Is That of Conservation: An Environmental Biography of George Washington Carver
(Environmental History and the American South) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after perusing this book.

Delores Keener:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually My Work Is That of Conservation: An Environmental Biography of
George Washington Carver (Environmental History and the American South). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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