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Treating rhetoric and symbols as central rather than peripheral to politics, Lisa Wedeen’s groundbreaking
book offers a compelling counterargument to those who insist that politics is primarily about material
interests and the groups advocating for them. During the thirty-year rule of President Hafiz al-Asad’s regime,
his image was everywhere. In newspapers, on television, and during orchestrated spectacles. Asad was
praised as the “father,” the “gallant knight,” even the country’s “premier pharmacist.” Yet most Syrians,
including those who create the official rhetoric, did not believe its claims. Why would a regime spend scarce
resources on a personality cult whose content is patently spurious?

Wedeen shows how such flagrantly fictitious claims were able to produce a politics of public dissimulation
in which citizens acted as if they revered the leader. By inundating daily life with tired symbolism, the
regime exercised a subtle, yet effective form of power. The cult worked to enforce obedience, induce
complicity, isolate Syrians from one another, and set guidelines for public speech and behavior. Wedeen‘s
ethnographic research demonstrates how Syrians recognized the disciplinary aspects of the cult and sought to
undermine them. In a new preface, Wedeen discusses the uprising against the Syrian regime that began in
2011 and questions the usefulness of the concept of legitimacy in trying to analyze and understand
authoritarian regimes.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Here thing why this particular Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary
Syria are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ambiguities of Domination:
Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria giving you information deeper and different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Ambiguities of Domination:
Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric,
and Symbols in Contemporary Syria in e-book can be your substitute.

Rodney Wilson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and
Symbols in Contemporary Syria giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Coleman Jones:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If you
want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Ambiguities
of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria provide you with new experience in
looking at a book.

Tammy Lugo:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but



nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in
Contemporary Syria can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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