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Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium, by Ya-chen Chen, is an
excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly on contradictory and troubled feminism in the
film narratives. In the cinematic world of martial arts films, one can easily find representations of women of
Ancient China released from the constraints of patriarchal social order to revel in a dreamlike space of their
own. They can develop themselves, protect themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. This world not only
frees women from the convention of foot-binding, but it also "unbinds" them in terms of education, critical
thinking, talent, ambition, opportunities to socialize with different men, and the freedom or right to both
choose their spouse and decide their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon "Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism."

The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveals the presence of a glass ceiling marking
the maximal exercise of feminism and women's rights which the patriarchal order is willing to accept. As
such, these films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist liberation, but as enunciations of the
patriarchal authority that suffuses "Chinese cinematic martial arts feminism." The film narratives under
examination include Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (directed by Ang Lee); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House
of the Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven Swords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen Kaige); The Banquet
(Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the Golden Flower (Zhang Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two
of the earliest award-winning Chinese martial arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both
directed by King Hu.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Hernandez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative
Analyses and Gender Politics book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the
New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics content conveys thinking easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you even now thinking Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative
Analyses and Gender Politics is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Molinari:

This Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Women in
Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics can be among
the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone
with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Clare Andrews:

The book untitled Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and
Gender Politics contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Irene Hoyt:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Women in Chinese Martial Arts



Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's find.
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