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More than any other Transcendentalist of his time, Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862) embodied the full
complement of the movement’s ideals and vocations: author, advocate for self-reform, stern critic of society,
abolitionist, philosopher, and naturalist. The Thoreau of our time—valorized anarchist, founding
environmentalist, and fervid advocate of civil disobedience—did not exist in the nineteenth century. In this
rich and appealing collection, Sandra Harbert Petrulionis untangles Thoreau’s multiple identities by offering
a wide range of nineteenth-century commentary as the opinions of those who knew him evolved over time.

The forty-nine recollections gathered in Thoreau in His Own Time demonstrate that it was those who knew
him personally, rather than his contemporary literati, who most prized Thoreau’s message, but even those
who disparaged him respected his unabashed example of an unconventional life. Included are comments by
Ralph Waldo Emerson—friend, mentor, Walden landlord, and progenitor of the spin on Thoreau’s
posthumous reputation; Nathaniel Hawthorne, who could not compliment Thoreau without simultaneously
denigrating him; and John Weiss, whose extended commentary on Thoreau’s spirituality reflects unusual
tolerance. Selections from the correspondence of Caroline Healey Dall, Maria Thoreau, Sophia Hawthorne,
Sarah Alden Bradford Ripley, and Amanda Mather amplify our understanding of the ways in which
nineteenth-century women viewed Thoreau. An excerpt by John Burroughs, who alternately honored and
condemned Thoreau, asserts his view that Thoreau was ever searching for the unattainable.

The dozens of primary sources in this crisply edited collection illustrate the complexity of Thoreau’s
iconoclastic singularity in a way that no one biographer could. Each entry is introduced by a headnote that
places the selection in historical and cultural context. Petrulionis’s comprehensive introduction and her
detailed chronology of personal and literary events in Thoreau’s life provide a lively and informative
gateway to the entries themselves. The collaborative biography that Petrulionis creates in Thoreau in His
Own Time contextualizes the strikingly divergent views held by his contemporaries and highlights the
reasons behind his profound legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Thoreau in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His
Life, Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in
Their Own Time). Try to make book Thoreau in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life,
Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their
Own Time) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Anita Pfeifer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Thoreau in His Own Time: A
Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends,
and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Joyce Coolidge:

This book untitled Thoreau in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from
Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

May Davidson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media



social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Thoreau in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from
Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time)
when you desired it?
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