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THE ENLIGHTENMENT has long been the victim of uninformed or hostile criticisms. Even so respected a
source as the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary defines the Enlightenment as “shallow and pretentious
intellectualism, unreasonable contempt for authority and tradition,” thus collecting in one sentence most of
our current prejudices. In this provocative book—at once a scholarly study and a vigorous polemic—Peter
Gay sets out to shatter old myths, to sort out illusion from reality, and to restore the men of the
Enlightenment—Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot—to the esteem they deserve.
        The nine related essays in The Party of Humanity fall into three divisions: three are on Voltaire,
presenting the great philosophe as a tough-minded, realistic man of letters who tried to reshape his world,
rather than as merely brittle and shallow wit. Then, three essays characterize the French Enlightenment as a
whole, and seek for the unity underlying the diversity of tempers and attitudes among its leaders. The last
three, which include Mr. Gay’s well-known critique of Carl Becker’s The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth
Century Philosophers, are polemics against widely accepted views of the Enlightenment. The longest chapter
here is a detailed examination of Rousseau, the philosopher, and of his reputation among his interpreters.
        What all nine essays have in common, apart from their portrayal of the philosophes as serious and
engage partisans of humanity, is that they are all essays in the “social history of ideas”; they all treat ideas as
inseparable from the specific social and cultural setting from which they emerge and which they affect.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Party of Humanity is kind of guide
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John Sledge:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Party of Humanity this e-book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Don Numbers:

Beside this kind of The Party of Humanity in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Party of Humanity because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Kathy Norvell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Party of Humanity.
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