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Josef Stalin exercised supreme power in the Soviet Union from 1929 until his death in 1953. During that
quarter-century, by Oleg Khlevniuk’s estimate, he caused the imprisonment and execution of no fewer than a
million Soviet citizens per year. Millions more were victims of famine directly resulting from Stalin's
policies. What drove him toward such ruthlessness? This essential biography, by the author most deeply
familiar with the vast archives of the Soviet era, offers an unprecedented, fine-grained portrait of Stalin the
man and dictator. Without mythologizing Stalin as either benevolent or an evil genius, Khlevniuk resolves
numerous controversies about specific events in the dictator’s life while assembling many hundreds of
previously unknown letters, memos, reports, and diaries into a comprehensive, compelling narrative of a life
that altered the course of world history.
 
In brief, revealing prologues to each chapter, Khlevniuk takes his reader into Stalin’s favorite dacha, where
the innermost circle of Soviet leadership gathered as their vozhd lay dying. Chronological chapters then
illuminate major themes: Stalin’s childhood, his involvement in the Revolution and the early Bolshevik
government under Lenin, his assumption of undivided power and mandate for industrialization and
collectivization, the Terror, World War II, and the postwar period. At the book’s conclusion, the author
presents a cogent warning against nostalgia for the Stalinist era.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

This Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Stalin: New
Biography of a Dictator without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator can bring if you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator having good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Bethany Eng:

The e-book untitled Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator is the book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Mildred Olsen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator as good book
not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Doris Snell:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Stalin: New Biography of a Dictator this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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