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Blazing sea fights and undercurrents of intrigue: these are among the compelling ingredients of a biography
that brings to life the most illustrious and formidable figure of the United States Navy. His name is carried
by more than two dozen towns and cities. Here at last is a full exploration of Stephen Decatur's complex
character. Reckless in youth, cool yet audacious in combat, loved by those who sailed under his command
yet plotted against by rivals in the race for glory, Decatur is brought to life in this enthralling sea story.
Decatur's heroism became widespread news in 1804 when, sent to reclaim a captured U.S. vessel from
Tripoli in the Barbary Wars, he ordered his men to set fire to the captured vessel and proceed to attack the
sailors of the Tripoli fleet in hand-to-hand combat. His brilliance continued through the War of 1812, after
which he was promoted to the highest naval rank of Commodore.
Decatur not only proved dauntless on the quarterdeck but amazingly effective in Mediterranean diplomacy.
His spectacular dealings with Islamic powers presaged America's twenty-first century involvement in the
region.
Readers will also learn the identity of the woman he forsook for a sophisticated beauty pursued by suitors as
varied as Napoleon Bonaparte's younger brother and Aaron Burr. Through freshly discovered documents,
many official, some intensely personal, biographer Leonard Guttridge traces the elements that sped Decatur
inexorably into the shadow of murder.
Here, at last, is the full story of the man who raised the most memorable toasts in the history of American
celebrations, when he declared in 1816 "Our country! In her intercourse with foreign nations may she always
be in the right; but our country, right or wrong!"
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Our Country, Right or Wrong: The
Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's Most Illustrious Commander. All type of book would you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jodi Saldana:

This Our Country, Right or Wrong: The Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's Most Illustrious
Commander are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this Our Country, Right or Wrong: The Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's Most Illustrious
Commander can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Our Country, Right or Wrong: The Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's
Most Illustrious Commander forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Glady Curry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Our Country, Right or Wrong: The
Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's Most Illustrious Commander reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism Our Country, Right or Wrong: The Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's
Most Illustrious Commander as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Dorothy Vinson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Our
Country, Right or Wrong: The Life of Stephen Decatur, the U.S. Navy's Most Illustrious Commander when
you needed it?
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