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Reacting to the rising numbers of mixed-blood (Spanish-Indian-Black African) people in its New Spain
colony, the eighteenth-century Bourbon government of Spain attempted to categorize and control its colonial
subjects through increasing social regulation of their bodies and the spaces they inhabited. The discourse of
calidad (status) and raza (lineage) on which the regulations were based also found expression in the visual
culture of New Spain, particularly in the unique genre of casta paintings, which purported to portray discrete
categories of mixed-blood plebeians.

Using an interdisciplinary approach that also considers legal, literary, and religious documents of the period,
Magali Carrera focuses on eighteenth-century portraiture and casta paintings to understand how the people
and spaces of New Spain were conceptualized and visualized. She explains how these visual practices
emphasized a seeming realism that constructed colonial bodies—elite and non-elite—as knowable and
visible. At the same time, however, she argues that the chaotic specificity of the lives and lived conditions in
eighteenth-century New Spain belied the illusion of social orderliness and totality narrated in its visual art.
Ultimately, she concludes, the inherent ambiguity of the colonial body and its spaces brought chaos to all
dreams of order.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Here thing why this particular Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in
Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the
Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American
and L) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
guide that similar with Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture
and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta
Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) in e-book can be your choice.

Terry White:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Imagining Identity
in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa
Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial
Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L)is a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world within this book.

Donald Jackson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial
Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Aurora Ammon:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Imagining Identity in New
Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano
Long Series in Latin American and L) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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